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In 1982 André Durand achieved international artistic acclaim for his official portraits of John Paul II and the Dalai Lama. The papal portrait, for which the pontiff granted three sittings in the Vatican, was unveiled at Canada House and the Heim Gallery, London. With the special permission of the Sovereign Military Order of Malta, which commissioned the portrait, the picture was exhibited the following year in Montreal and Toronto. 
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Durand’s portrait of Elizabeth Bowen, the Irish novelist, commissioned by the Hon. Charles Ritchie CBE, hangs in the National Portrait Gallery, London.  It is one of the most popular portraits in the collection.

In 1986, to commemorate the fortieth anniversary of the    United Nations Children’s Fund, Durand painted the ECCE EQUUS for UNICEF.  Clearly the result of extensive research and dedication, the four compositions were inspired by the Book of Revelation. The Honorable Jeanne Sauvé, Governor General of Canada, unveiled the ECCE EQUUS at the National Arts Center in Ottawa.
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In 2000, while he was artist in residence at Kingston University, England, Durand founded a new movement in art called Neomodernism. Durand’s extraordinary mythological narratives revealed the Canadian artist’s profound understanding of Classical and Christian myths that are an ever-present undercurrent of his work.

Durand painted a second version of his official portrait of John Paul II for a special exhibition in London's Westminster cathedral to commemorate the 25th anniversary of the Karol Wojtyla’s pontificate. The portrait was displayed in St. Joseph's chapel, an appropriate setting, in view of the Polish pontiff’s devotion to St. Joseph, attesting to the all-embracing spiritual resonance of Durand's portrait.
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